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Dear Reader, 


I originally collected these papers as a resource for students who would participate in the 
seminar I conducted on this topic for The Philosophers of Nature in September 1997. Mr. 
Jean Dubuis knew of my plans for this seminar and decided to travel from France to share 
his considerable experience on the acetates with us. The videotapes of this seminar are 
available from Triad Publishing. 

Compiled from a number of resources, ancient and modem, the writings collected here have 
been useful to me in my research on the ’Acetate Path’. Nothing, however, can compare in 
value with the generous and knowledgeable instruction that I received in 1985 from a 
teacher I will refer to as 1 'Artofferus '. I hope that the videotape will show procedures and 
processes that will save much wasted labor, and remove the fear of the unknown. In 
addition, perhaps some things are said by way of veiled comments that will open new portals 
for your investigations. 

Our hope is now, as it was then, to provide the best information and techniques known to 
us so that others can go further that we have been able to do. 

With best wishes for you in your path of self-discovery. 


Russ House 
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here. See this bottle with the clear liquid in it? This is THE mer- after it has been reduced to a fixed salt. This is the entire key. Do 

cury. There are many alkahests, but only one philosophical mercury. you have this key by now?" He looked at each one as he asked this 

Let me show you/' question. 

He took a porcelain dish and poured some of the clear liquid in “Oh, this is ridiculous/' said Dr. Syndergaard. “Here I have been 

it. Then he reached for a box of matches. “Step back and watch," trying to unravel the secret of the old alchemists in their books and 
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solved. Here again no distinction was made between the salts of gold and 
metallic gold. 
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findings of an age-old truth in the belief that it is a The conjunction of iron and copper proved to be an 

task destiny has set me, and whether my words be elixir of a very stimulating and regenerating character. 
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5a/i of Saturn . 

Put the Ca/x of Saturn, or Minium, in distilled Vin¬ 
egar, or the phlegm thereof; digest it for one day natural, 
often stirring it: then evacuate the Menstruum by inclin¬ 
ation, and pour on other until all the saltiness of Saturn 
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human body, from sundry diseases. By others, Heaven, 
for a double reason; first, because, as Heaven consists not 
of the four Elements, but is made of a certain Ethereal 
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Nature, but also to imitate and even to 
improve upon them, as may be deduced 
with the greatest ease from so many 
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suggested by a keen and profound minerals. It would, however, be unwise 

o servation of Nature. Thus, they ob- to take a round-about road where there 

tamed a body freed from all imperfec- is a shorter cut; and they say that 

tions and impurities, which, being whereas the substance can be found in 
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Nothing contributes so much to a ready will be confined to its circumference, 

apprehension of our secret as a know- In the former case, the inborn dryness 
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and moisture. Now, according as dryness. The preponderance of fire 

earth is more or less dry or cold, its will cause the colour of that element 

centre will be occupied either by fire or to tinge the whole substance, and thus 

water, while the other active element we have that which is commonly called 
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through intermixture and mutual action, ! is specifically represented by all the 

other forms may be generated, surely shades between black and tawny, 

fire, being superficially bounded by After earth comes water, like the first, 
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the arrangements of bodies, their pro- number one enters into all numbers, so 

portions, qualities, and motions, but also it is with the constituent principles of 

their fundamental constituent principles, matt er; every compound substance, be- 
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sulphur. Again, let us divide salt by art its ore.” And Raymond asserted 

our art into its parts, water and earth ; that he had extracted his substance 

and do the same with Sulphur and Mer- from a vile and worthless thing. Yet 

cury. You have nothing but water and you are not to suppose that I would 
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the heavenly bodies, and the form will substance, or else they can never be 

be different according to the description brought to maturity. Hence we may 

of the heavenly body by which the exclude from our search not only ani- 
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respect of our magistery. nut the t en( j f or fae mastery, and warmth will 

question might arise in regard to the occupy the centre. Similarly, Sagitta- 

inferior metals, how they can contain the rius is near Mars, Aries near Jupiter, 
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mon latitudes differ so greatly in their ^ re> ac ti n g on Mercury in every part, 

forms. Venus and Jupiter are in the Now I say that this seed, this principle, 
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substance : the water may oe cnangeu inferior metals. He that would accom- 

into earth, and thus into our red, fixed plish this Magistery successfully should 

powder, which, after fermentation, be- know the conformation of all metals, and 

comes our Stone. This method the 
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every difference in the heavens must car | ^ aVe no rea ^ knowledge of our Art; 

produce a corresponding modification on while, on the other hand, such knowledge 

is the mother of practical skill. With 
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surface. Take up this oil, and place the nature °f the Sun being 
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